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Minutes of the Finance Committee of Saddleworth Parish Council held at 
The Civic Hall, Lee Street, Uppermill on Monday 16th December 2013 

 
There were present: Cllr. Mr. R. Knotts - Chairman 
    

Cllrs. Mr. N. Allsopp 
 Mr. B. Lord 
 Mrs. E Firth  

Mr. A. Roughley 
 

 122. Apologies for Absence: Cllrs. Mr. M. Buckley & Mr. J. Hudson 
 
 123.   Declarations of Interest – None 
 
 124.  Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting on 18th November 2013 – were 

approved as a correct record.    
 
125. Gas Supply contract – Gazprom declined the contract, Crown Energy have agreed a 

24 months contract at a similar cost. 
 
126. Financial Assistance to Saddleworth Band Contest – awaiting information from the 

Saddleworth & Lees District team. 
 
127.   Draft budget 2014-15 – The initial draft budget has been drawn up, further 

discussions will be held before the draft budget is presented to the next meeting of this 
Committee and the Council at the end of January 

 
128. Parish Caretaker – The Parish Development Plan working group has proposed that 

the Parish Council employs a Parish Caretaker. The role will be to carry out routine 
inspection and maintenance on Saddleworth Highways and Parish Council assets. The 
working group has carried out a detailed study of the costs and ways of acquiring a 
suitable vehicle and how to fund this, the caretaker’s pay cost and equipment. The 
most cost effective option for a vehicle is a two year contract hire lease. The estimated 
total cost of the role is £23,600, comprising employment costs of £17,600, vehicle 
operating cost of £5,000 and £1,000. Members agreed to RECOMMEND that the 
Council agrees to include the expenditure in the budget for 2014-15, and note 
that it will be funded from within existing budgets. It was also agreed to 
RECOMMEND that the Clerk and Chairman of the Finance Committee make 
further investigations to identify the most cost effective vehicle lease 
arrangements.  

 


